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Evonik and duisport establish development company DERS  

 
Essen/Duisburg, 22 October 2015. Evonik Industries AG and Duisburger Hafen AG 

(duisport) have established the jointly controlled company „DERS 

Entwicklungsgesellschaft mbH“ (Duisport-Evonik-Rhein-Sieg-development 

company, DERS) for the development of Evonik's Lülsdorf location. Thomas Wessel, 

Chief Human Resources Officer of Evonik Industries AG, and Erich Staake, Chief 

Executive Officer of Duisburger Hafen AG, signed a joint venture agreement today. 

"We look forward to expanding our positive and successful collaboration with 

duisport. DERS provides incentives for additional companies to set up operations at 

Evonik’s Lülsdorf site, which creates workplaces and contributes to the development 

of North Rhine Westphalia as an industry location," says Wessel. 

"The special competitive advantage of the North Rhine-Westphalia region lies in the 

close linkages between industry and logistics. DERS represents an outstanding 

project of our strategic collaboration with Evonik, which was established last year. 

With the joint development of the Lülsdorf site, we are bundling our know-how, 

which enables us to realize considerable value-added potentials in the region," 

emphasizes Staake. 

DERS, in which both partners have an equal stake, will commence operations on 1 

January 2016. Its Managing Directors will be Hans Josef Fingerhuth, Logistics 

Manager of Evonik's locations in Wesseling and Lülsdorf, along with Volker Schmitz, 

Managing Director of duisport agency GmbH. 

The objective of the joint venture is to develop the 50 hectares of open space that is 

currently available at the Lülsdorf location, and to market these premises with the 

aim of attracting production and logistics companies. In addition, the existing on-

site logistics activities will also be further optimized. In this vein, Evonik and 

duisport will continue their long-standing and successful partnership. At the Marl 

chemical park, they are joint shareholders of Umschlag Terminal Marl GmbH & Co. 

KG. This company operates the terminal for combined transportation at that 

location.  

 

DERS will continue the strategic collaboration between the two partners that was 

established last year. The objective of this strategic partnership is the development 

and implementation of modern logistics concepts and long-term site development. 
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duisport has considerable logistics know-how in land development as well as port 

and rail handling. This expertise and Evonik's existing logistics competencies at the 

Lülsdorf site will now be combined within DERS. 

Due to its location on the right side of the Rhine between Cologne and Bonn, the 

site offers optimum conditions for companies that specialize in both general and 

chemical-specific logistics, and also offers important infrastructure facilities such as 

a shipping pier, pipelines and a connection to the track network. DERS and newly 

added industry companies will also be able to utilize the existing commercial 

logistics, such as the existing commercial port, commercial rail operations, 

incoming and outgoing goods processing and a hazardous material warehouse.  

Center piece of the marketing efforts is the establishment of a trimodal container 

terminal as an additional unit. It would offer flexibility in loading containers on 

trucks, rail or ship and vice versa. 

 
About Evonik Technology & Infrastructure 

As an integral part of Evonik, Evonik Technology & Infrastructure GmbH supports the growth of its 

customers with reliable technology and infrastructure services in the areas of supply and disposal, 

technical services, process technology and engineering, logistics and site management. Customers can 

access Technology & Infrastructure services and the know-how provided by its 7,900 employees at 

Evonik locations worldwide. The company is part of the Evonik Services segment, whose 12,700 

employees generated sales revenues of EUR 2.7 billion in the 2014 business year. 

 

About Evonik 

Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world's leading companies in the 

specialty chemicals segment, and is active in the segments Nutrition & Care, Resource Efficiency and 

Performance Materials. Evonik benefits in particular from its innovative power and integrated 

technology platforms. More than 33,000 employees generated sales revenues of EUR 12.9 billion and 

an operating result (adjusted EBITDA) of EUR 1.9 billion in the 2014 business year. 

 

Media contact Evonik: 

Dr. Antje Hansen 

Evonik Technology & Infrastructure GmbH 

Tel. +49 201 177-2764 

e-mail: antje.hansen@evonik.com 

 

About Duisburger Hafen AG (duisport) 

Duisburger Hafen AG owns and manages the Port of Duisburg, the world's largest inland port. For this 

port and logistics location, the duisport Group offers full service packages in the area of infra- and 

suprastructure, including relocation management. In addition, the subsidiaries also provide logistics 

services, such as the development and optimization of transport and logistics chains, rail freight 

services, building management and packaging logistics.   
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Media contact Duisburger Hafen AG: 

Dr. Julian Böcker 

Tel.  +49 203 803-4465  

Mobile: +49 170 4564807 

e-mail: julian.boecker@duisport.de 

 

 

 

Legal Notice 

Statements regarding forecasts, expectations or future events that are contained in this press release 

may be associated with known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may 

be different depending on the change in the general environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 

affiliated companies assume any obligation to update any forecasts, expectations or statements that 

are contained in this press release. 

 
 

 


