
 

Page 1 of 3 

Evonik presents detailed greenhouse gas emissions inventory 

for 2013 

 

• 23.4 million metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions in 

relevant selected categories 

• Selected products manufactured in 2013 avoid 61.2 metric 

tons of greenhouse gases in use phase 

• Chief Human Resources Officer Thomas Wessel: 

“Protecting the climate and environment is a major global 

challenge.” 

 

 

Essen. Evonik has submitted a detailed greenhouse gas emission 

inventory for 2013 entitled “Evonik Carbon Footprint.” This report 

presents Evonik’s direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions. It 

also explains which emissions can be avoided through the use of 

important company products. Thomas Wessel, the chief human 

resources officer at Evonik, stressed the following: “Protecting the 

climate and environment is a major global challenge. Evonik takes 

this duty very seriously and has made it a key element of its 

corporate responsibility.” 

 

Cumulative greenhouse gas emissions along the Evonik value chain 

came to a total of 23.4 million metric tons of carbon-dioxide 

equivalents (CO2eq) in 2013. At 8.3 million metric tons, the largest 

share of these is attributable to CO2eq emissions from the raw 

chemical materials used. 6.3 million metric tons were produced 

through the disposal of purchased products. Evonik production 

facilities produced 5.9 million metric tons of CO2eq. Business trips 

and employee commuting accounted for 0.14 million metric tons 

of CO2eq. The emissions inventory was compiled for selected 

relevant categories along the value chain and was closely based on 

the Greenhouse Gas Protocol Corporate Standard published by the 

World Resources Institute (WRI) and the World Business Council for 

Sustainable Development (WBCSD). 

 

The use of selected Evonik products over other alternatives 

available on the market avoids 61.2 million metric tons of 

greenhouse gases. These products include “green tire” technology, 

amino acids in animal feed, foam stabilizers for insulation 

materials, specialty oxides in compact fluorescent lamps, and oil 
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additives in hydraulic oils. Savings result over the life cycle of end 

products produced using the product volumes sold by Evonik in 

2013. Calculations were largely based on the guidelines published 

by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development 

(WBCSD) for reporting avoided emissions. 

 

The company has recently formulated new, ambitious 

environmental goals. By 2020, Evonik intends to reduce specific 

greenhouse gas emissions by 12 percent relative to 2012 

production. This key performance indicator encompasses all direct 

greenhouse gas emissions as well as indirect net emissions arising 

from the purchase and sale of energy. 

 

In addition, Evonik is reviewing the greenhouse gas emissions of 

all new developments coming out of Creavis, the company’s 

strategic innovation unit. The only projects that will be pursued are 

those that may be expected to generate greenhouse gas emissions 

at levels below established standards. An in-house team of 

specialists supports operative units by generating life cycle and 

sustainability assessments. 

 

The Evonik Carbon Footprint is available online at 

www.evonik.com/responsibility. The study covers the period from 

2009 to 2013. It underwent an assurance review by an auditing 

firm. 
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Company information  

Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders  
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of 
the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on 
the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik 
benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology 
platforms. 
 
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2013 more than 
33,500 employees generated sales of around €12.7 billion and an operating profit 
(adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.0 billion. 

 

 

Disclaimer 

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 

our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 

may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 

developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 

Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 

update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 

 


