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• Some 150 attendees learn about the needs of tomorrow. 

 

• Possibilities and opportunities are far from exhausted. 

 

 

Essen/Marl. White biotechnology is becoming a major driver of growth 

and innovation in the chemical industry of the 21st century. This was the 

assessment recently made by one of Evonik Industries’ largest 

professional conferences on white biotechnology in Marl. The event, Bio 

Business Perspectives, brought together some 150 company employees, 

business leaders, and politicians on September 9 and 10, 2009. The 

discussion centered on new biotech processes and products to meet the 

needs of tomorrow. Thanks to its low energy and resource intensity, 

white biotechnology is already scoring many points as an alternative to 

conventional contemporary chemical processes. The two Area of 

Competence Days held at Evonik underscored, however, that the 

economic and ecological potential of this technology is far from 

exhausted. 

 

 “White biotechnology means new methods, new possibilities, and new 

markets based on nature,” said Patrik Wohlhauser, chairman of the 

Management Board at Evonik Degussa GmbH. “Fewer CO2 emissions, 

lower energy consumption, and higher efficiency – these advantages of 

white biotechnology are particularly welcome news in difficult times. The 

health, nutrition, and cosmetics markets continue to open up new 

growth opportunities for bio-based products,” Wohlhauser continued. 

“As one example Evonik has already established several products in the 

cosmetics market that were made using biotech processes. This includes 

ceramides, which regulate the various cellular processes of the skin," 

added Dr. Peter Nagler, Head of Innovation Management Chemicals & 

Creavis at Evonik.  

 

In their business unit presentations, Evonik’s experts discussed today’s 

biotechnology business, with all its opportunities and risks, and 

highlighted potential growth areas. Speakers from other companies and 
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from the industry peer group analyzed the business perspectives of 

biotechnology from their views along the supply chain. Thus, Christophe 

Rupp-Dahlem, director of the vegetal-based chemistry program of the 

French company Roquette, introduced the fermentative production of 

succinic acid from glucose. The acid can be used in the manufacture of 

new materials, and a demo plant is scheduled to become operational this 

year, with a first production plant to follow two years later. “Industrial 

biotechnology will be a cornerstone of our future bio-product 

technologies,” Rupp-Dahlem emphasized. 

 

A product marketplace offered examples of current bio-based products 

and new developments of Evonik that are already established in the 

marketplace. “The event helped us establish a bridge between today’s 

biotechnology business and future innovative biological products and 

processes,” commented Dr. Thomas Haas, the coordinator of the Area of 

Competence Days for biotechnology at Evonik. 
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Evonik Industries is the creative industrial group from Germany which operates in 

three business areas: Chemicals, Energy and Real Estate. Evonik is a global leader 

in specialty chemicals, an expert in power generation from hard coal and 

renewable energies, and one of the largest private residential real estate 

companies in Germany. Our strengths are creativity, specialization, continuous 

self-renewal, and reliability. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the 

world. In its fiscal year 2008 about 41,000 employees generated sales of about 

€15.9 billion and an operating profit (EBITDA) of about €2.2 billion.  

 

DisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimerDisclaimer    

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 

statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve 

known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, 

depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 

group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements 

contained in this release. 

 


