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Evonik to expand silica capacity in Thailand 
 
• Expansion to be completed in 2014 
• Investment volume in lower double-digit million euro 

range 
• Demand in Southeast Asia driven by trend toward fuel-

saving tires and life science applications 
• The Group plans to expand its global silica capacity 

by 30 percent between 2010 and 2014 
 

 
Evonik Industries is now significantly expanding precipitated silica 
capacity at its Maptaphut site in Thailand. Funded by an 
investment in the lower double-digit million euro range, the 
expansion is to be completed in the first quarter of 2014. In 
addition to its application in the automotive industry for low rolling 
resistance tires, silica is also used in the food and animal feed 
industries, and in the paint and coatings industry. Demand in 
Southeast Asia for precipitated silica has risen sharply in these 
industries. 
 
“The purpose of our expansion strategy is to allow us to support 
the growth of our key customers in Southeast Asia and around the 
world,” says Dr. Thomas Haeberle, member of the Evonik Executive 
Board and responsible for the company’s Resource Efficiency 
Segment. Experts estimate that the worldwide market for low 
rolling resistance tires will grow by a solid 18 percent each year 
over the next five years. Evonik has responded by noticeably 
expanding its global silica capacity. By 2014, its capacity is to grow 
by roughly 30 percent over 2010. 
 
Using silica in combination with silanes allows manufacturers to 
produce tires that greatly reduce rolling resistance, yielding fuel 
savings of up to 8 percent (compared to traditional car tires). 
“We’re the only manufacturer to offer both components, and, for 
our customers in the tire and rubber industry, that makes us an 
expert partner for high-performance tire blends,” explains Dr. 
Johannes Ohmer, president of Evonik’s Inorganic Materials 
Business Unit. Expanding production capacity will strengthen 
Evonik's position in Thailand, increasing the proportion of 
production carried out in Southeast Asia, Australia, and New 

July 23, 2013
 
Contact person economic press 
Dr. Edda Schulze 
Corporate Press 
Phone +49 201 177-2225  
Fax +49 201 177-3030 
edda.schulze@evonik.com  

 
Contact person specialized press 
Frank Gmach 
Communications Inorganic Materials 
Phone +49 6181 59-13588   
Fax +49 6181 59-713588  
frank.gmach@evonik.com 
 
Contact person local press  
Magdalena Kowalski  
Communication South East Asia, 
Australia & New Zealand  
Phone +65 6809 6820  
Fax +65 6809 6620 
magdalena.kowalski@evonik.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evonik Industries AG 
Rellinghauser Straße 1-11 
45128 Essen 
Germany 
Phone +49 201 177-01 
Telefax +49 201 177-3475 
www.evonik.de 
 
Supervisory Board 
Dr. Werner Müller, Chairman 
Executive Board 
Dr. Klaus Engel, Chairman 
Dr. Wolfgang Colberg, 
Dr. Thomas Haeberle,  
Thomas Wessel, Patrik Wohlhauser, 
Dr. Dahai Yu 
 
Registered office Essen 
Registered court 
Essen local court 
Commercial registry B 19474 
VAT ID no. DE 811160003 
 



 

Page 2 of 2 

 
 

 

 

 

Zealand, and allowing the company to better meet the demands of 
regional customers. 
 
Evonik is one of the leading manufacturers of silica. Apart from 
precipitated silica, the Group also produces AEROSIL® fumed silica 
and silica-based matting agents under the ACEMATT® brand. They 
are not only used in tires with low rolling resistance but also in the 
paints and coatings industry, as flow additives and carriers in food, 
cosmetics and drug production, or in manufacturing silicon 
applications, among others. Overall, Evonik has a global capacity of 
around 500,000 metric tons per annum for precipitated and fumed 
silica as well as matting agents. 
 
 
 
Company information  
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders  
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of 
the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on 
the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik 
benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology 
platforms. 
 
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2012 more than 
33,000 employees generated sales of around €13.6 billion and an operating profit 
(adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.6 billion. 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 
statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve 
known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, 
depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 
group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements 
contained in this release. 


